
Please read this leaflet.

The Red Kite Family Centre is a community 
run Charitable Incorporated Organisation 

(CIO) registered with the Charity 
Commission for England and Wales.

Registration No. 1171250

Red Kite Family Centre
99 Southern Road
Thame
OX9 2DY
Tel: 01844 261163

www.redkitefamilycentre.org
Facebook: ‘Red Kite Family Centre’
Email: info@redkitefamilycentre.org

If you would like to make a donation to our 
work, please go to our website and follow 

the link on our ‘support us’ page. 
Alternatively, telephone or send us an email 

and we will get in touch.

As a result the trustees have been able to 
secure the required amount for Year 1. 
Raising this level of funding for Years 2 and 3 
remains a big challenge and the trustees have 
set up a ‘community forum’ group to act as 
advocates for the centre and help us achieve the 
future funding needed. 

The trustees are determined to ensure that 
this valuable service and support for the ever-
growing number of parents with young children 
in our area can continue. For this to happen 
we need the widest possible support from our 
local community. If you would like to make a 
one-off or regular donation, however large or 
small, please go to the ‘support us’ page of our 
Family Centre website where you will find all the 
information you need.

Please play your part in helping to keep the Red 
Kite Family Centre serving our community for the 
coming years.

Thank you.

 Chair of Trustees.

Do you value the service 

provided by the Red Kite Family 

Centre?

Do you agree that support and facilities for parents/carers with 0-4yr olds should be based in Thame & Chinnor? (The nearest county provision is in Didcot.)

Do you want to make sure that the 
centre continues to run in Thame 

and Chinnor?

Annual Play Day

Community Update



 ► The Red Kite Family Centre has been 
running successfully since April 2017 and a 
new locally based charity has been set up 
to manage it.

 ► The Centre offers a wide range of services 
and support for parents/carers and their 
0-4yr olds.

 ► The Centre costs about £70k a year to run.
 ► Funding for the first 
year of operation has 
been achieved.

 ► To secure its future, 
funding is now needed 
for years two and 
three (2018-2020).

The new community-
run Red Kite Family Centre opened following a 
successful campaign to continue its valuable work 
after funding from Oxfordshire County Council 
ceased in March 2017. The Centre has charitable 
status and all the trustees are people who were 
already involved with the Centre, which has been 
a great help for continuity. 

The Family Centre offers a full programme of 
universal (open to all parents of under 5s) free 
activities each week and it continues to be used 
fully by NHS midwives, health visitors and speech 
and language therapists. This is an important 
partnership creating a ‘one stop shop’ for many 
parents with pre-school children. Part of its 

core purpose is 
to ensure that 
parents who 
are struggling, 
and vulnerable 
families receive 
the support that 
they need.

Amy Spicer, the 
former children’s 
centre leader, 
has become the 
Family Centre 
Co-ordinator. 
Our small team 
of Early Years 
Workers are 

highly qualified and have quickly created a 
strong team spirit, building excellent relations 
with the parents and children using the Centre.

The most popular activities run by the Centre 
staff are the ‘stay and play’ sessions. One is 
held at Chinnor Library each week and two at 
the Centre in Thame. These activities introduce 
the children to a range of learning through play 
activities and give parents ideas for things that 
they can do at home with their children as well. 
All sessions are planned to meet the goals of 
the Early Years Foundation Stage. The numbers 
attending these and the other sessions during 
our first term of operation have been very 
encouraging. In many cases these represent 
an increase on the numbers attending similar 
sessions at the former children’s centre.

Amy and her team are working hard to ensure 
that the activities being run are meeting the 
needs of those that attend. Many parents have 
completed evaluation 
forms and these provide 
valuable feedback, 
helping to guide the 
planning of future 
programmes.
Here are two quotes 
taken from the parent 
evaluations.

“Red Kite is by far the most stimulating playgroup 
that I’ve taken my kid to. She loves it so much. I can 
see the improvement in her social skills. The team 
is always sharing helpful tips on nutrition, situations 
at home and how to help my kid to enjoy different 
scenarios. I would definitely recommend other mums 
to join the group.”

“I have been blown 
away with the level of 
professionalism since the 
Red Kite became a private 
charity. The ‘stay and play’ 
sessions are fantastic. The 
variety of activities for 
my little boy has improved 
his social skills, improvised 

play and creative skills. Thank you so much.”

The trustees estimate that the annual running 
cost with the current staffing will be about 
£70k. We are very grateful for the generous 
support of Sharing Life Trust, Thame Welfare 
Trust, Thame Town Council, the O.C.C. transition 
fund, the Thame Mayor’s fund, Thame Rotary 
& Inner Wheel, Thame Partnership of Schools, 
Mid-Counties Co-op and some private donations.      Our well attended Thame stay and play session

Exploring in 
our Chinnor 

garden

Signing in


